METRO, 4A 


Need a ride to 
the airport? You 
can take a bus 
SMART will launch a limited- 


stop, 1-hour bus service in 
January from downtown. 


NATION+WORLD, 2A 


Report faults 
police in deadly 
Virginia rally 
Review of the Charlottesville 


white nationalist rally found 
a flawed enforcement plan. 


BUSINESS, 8A 


Good times 
keep rolling for 
auto sales 


Another strong month with 
Ford sales up and GM and 
Fiat Chrysler down slightly. 
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High 49° X Low 33° 
It stays sunny. Forecast, 2A 
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SPORTS, 7B 


Blashill: Falling Wings need 
to learn to take a punch 


GUARD 


SEXUAL HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


CONYERS’ TEAM 
IS FIRING BACK 


Congressman’s attorney: Accuser an ‘opportunist’ 


UFC at LCA: 
Champ Holloway plans 
to destroy with a smile 


SPORTS, 1B 


YEARS 
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Arnold Reed, Congressman John Conyers’ attorney, holds a screenshot of a Twitter picture of Conyers 
and one of his accusers, Marion Brown, as he speaks to the news media on Friday in Detroit. JUNFU HAN/DFP 


Kathleen Gray and Perry Farrell 


Detroit Free Press 


An attorney for U.S. Rep. John 
Conyers, the Detroit Democrat 
who is embroiled in a sexual ha- 
rassment scandal, tried Friday to 
discredit two of the women ac- 
cusing the 88-year-old congress- 
man of inappropriate behavior. 

“Marion Brown has been on the 
radio saying that the congress- 
man is a predator,’ Arnold Reed 
said during a news conference 
outside of Conyers’ Detroit home. 


“It will be Congressman 
John Conyers who will 
decide what it is he is 
going to do. ... It’s not 
going to be Washington.” 


Arnold Reed, John Conyers’ attorney 


“What she has forgotten or omit- 
ted when she worked for the con- 
gressman is that she had her 
daughter and another family 
member working there as well. 
“When you bring your daugh- 


ter into a situation that you de- 
scribe as completely hell, it’s fun- 
damentally incongruous with 
anything that resembles logic and 
truth,” Reed said, referring to 
Brown, who received a $27,000 
settlement after she was fired 
from Conyers’ office after 11 years 
of employment. 

Brown appeared on NBC’s “To- 
day Show” on Thursday, detailing 
the harassment she claims she 
was subjected to by Conyers and 


See CONYERS, Page 3A 


Senate moves toward passage of tax cuts 


Herb Jackson 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Senate Re- 
publicans moved Friday evening 
toward passage of a historic over- 
haul of individual and corporate 
taxes after sweetening the bill 
with tax cuts for some businesses 
and promising future action on 
immigration and health care to at- 
tract reluctant senators. 

“We have the votes,” Majority 


Leader Mitch McConnell said af- 
ter a late-morning conference 
where the latest changes were dis- 
cussed behind closed doors. The 
Kentucky Republican said the fi- 
nal vote could come Friday night. 

Key details about how the bill 
would change were still being 
ironed out late Friday, but two 
changes that had been under con- 
sideration — a minimum tax on 
wealthy people and corporations 
to raise $350 billion to reduce def- 


icits, and a top corporate rate of 
22% instead of the proposed 20% 
— had been rejected. 

“By and large, it keeps the same 
framework and integrity of what 
our priorities were,’ said Marc 
Short, President Donald Trump’s 
top liaison with Congress. 

The nonpartisan scorekeeper 
on tax bills, the Joint Committee 
on Taxation, reported Thursday 


See SENATE, Page 7A 
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Flynn’s 
plea 
raises 
Stakes 


He admits lying on Russia; 
now he'll give info to Mueller 


Brad Heath, 
Gregory Korte 

and Kevin Johnson 
USA TODAY 


WASHINGTON - Former National Security 
Adviser Michael Flynn brought the investiga- 
tion of Russian interference in the 2016 elec- 
tion to President Donald Trump’s inner circle 
Friday, promising to give prosecutors infor- 
mation about other senior aides as he plead- 
ed guilty to a charge of lying to the FBI. 

Flynn’s abrupt guilty plea is the dramatic 
culmination of an investigation Trump had 
once asked the FBI to drop. His cooperation 
means a top adviser in the campaign and the 
early days of Trump’s presi- 
dency is now providing evi- 
dence in an investigation that 
has cast a shadow over the 
president’s first year in office. 
And it suggests the investiga- 
tion remains far from over. 

Flynn is the fourth former 
Trump aide to face criminal 
charges in special counsel 
Robert Mueller’s probe of Russian interfer- 
ence in the 2016 presidential election but the 
first to be prosecuted for things that hap- 
pened during the Trump administration. 

In court Friday, prosecutors offered their 
first hint of the information Flynn might pro- 
vide, saying that conversations he had with 
Russia’s U.S. ambassador had been coordi- 
nated by a “senior official of the presidential 
transition.” 

In a court filing made public Friday, prose- 
cutors alleged that Flynn “did willfully and 
knowingly make materially false, fictitious 
and fraudulent statements” to FBI agents 
during a Jan. 24 interview about his conver- 
sations with Russian ambassador Sergey Kis- 
lyak in the weeks before Trump took office. 
Prosecutors charged that he falsely told FBI 
agents he did not ask Kislyak to delay a vote 
ona pending United Nations Security Council 
resolution critical of Israeli settlements. 

That call, prosecutors said, was made at 
the direction of a “very senior member of the 
Presidential Transition Team.” Prosecutors 
did not identify the official; the Associated 
Press and NBC News reported that it was 
Trump’s son-in-law, Jared Kushner, citing 
unnamed officials. Kushner’s lawyer could 
not be reached to comment Friday. 


Michael 
Flynn 


See FLYNN, Page 7A 


Wayne County scraps plans for failed jail site 


Katrease Stafford 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Aplan that would have restarted construc- 


tion on the long-stalled jail project on Gratiot 
near Greektown has been scrapped after 
Wayne County announced Friday it’s nearing 
a deal with Dan Gilbert’s Rock Ventures to 
build a $520-million criminal justice center at 
a different site. 

Negotiations remain under way for the 
criminal justice center near I-75 and Warren 


The 
half-done 
Wayne 
County jail 
on Gratiot 
Avenue in 
downtown 
Detroit in 


ROMAIN 


August 2016. 


BLANQUART/DFP 


Avenue, but Rock Ventures tentatively has 
agreed to pay a previously approved $500,000 
stipend to Walsh Construction — the lone bid- 
der to respond to a request for proposals — to 
finish the so-called failed jail project. 

“The stipend ensured we received a propos- 
al so we could fully evaluate finishing the jail at 
Gratiot,” said Wayne County Executive Warren 
Evans in a statement. “As we dug into the pro- 
ject with an actual proposal, the more we rec- 
ognized it had too much inherent risk for the 


See JAIL, Page 7A 


